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tent with the roughest and most general appreciations, nevertheless
our knowledge of results is enough to give those appreciations some
value. Everyone knows that the cost and volume of the bombing
effort has been fantastically large. As to the percentage of hits, the
dreadful fact has now leaked out that there has been a large propor-
tion of what would be called on the target range "clean misses."

As to the inaccuracy of the plane as flying artillery, a few news-
paper clippings will give at least a glimpse of the truth. On March
18, '42, the British Foreign Office "expressed regret for the acciden-
tal bombing of the Turkish town of Milas last Sunday by R.A.K
pilots participating in a night raid on the Italian [occupied] island
of Rhodes." Milas is a little matter of sixty air miles distant from
Rhodes.

On April 1, '42, a U. S. communique^ from the Philippine theater
said: "A formal apology was made by the Japanese Imperial High
Command ... for the aerial bombing of our base hospital in Ba-
taan. In a radio broadcast a Japanese Army spokesman declared
that the bombing was unintentional.9'

On December 4, '44, the Mediterranean Allied, ie., Anglo-
American, air force headquarters admitted that on November 7 a
U. S. fighter squadron had "attacked by mistake a Russian column.
The error was . . . due to ... faulty navigation. The U. S. Joint
Chiefs of Staff from Washington expressed their deep regret. . . .*

A United Press despatch of January 16, '45, from Paris reads: "A
bizarre footnote was added to the tragedy of Malmedy ... the
American pilots who mistakenly bombed the city twice in twenty
four hours also showered the stunned people with leaflets calling
upon them to surrender . . . while American troops were still
billeted in their homes."

On February 22, '45, the New York Times printed a message
from Berne, Switzerland, as follows:

At least sixteen persons are known to have been lolled and twenty-
eight seriously wounded when American planes, attacking objectives
in southern Germany just north of the Swiss frontier, between Bade
and Stem-am-Rhein, toward noon today, dropped bombs on five
Swiss towns and villages.

Hie bombings occurred only a few minutes before the arrival in
Schaffhausea of TjmnMn Curcie, head of the American economic